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Résumé :  

This session focuses on the emergence of offices as an exchange-

value in France in the 16th Century. Before the emergence of 

venality offices are a delegation of the Royal Authority. In 1467, 

officials obtain from the King the end of their revocability. 

Then offices start to be valued in monetary terms through the 

resignation process. The offices primary market has moved from a 

decentralised to a centralised form with the creation of the Casual 

Parties in 1522. In 1604 a tax innovation called la Paulette has 

definitely transformed the secondary market for offices into an asset 

market. 
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